
June 23, 2021 

Subject: Recommendations on Plan Lee Highway Scenarios 

 

Arlington County Board and Plan Lee Highway Staff, 

 

 The Yorktown community includes many citizens who are deeply opposed to the increased 

density in each of the proposed Plan Lee Highway scenarios.  Our community also includes many 

residents who welcome aspects of the plan.  There are, however, a few things we can all agree on: 

 

 First, we would like a commitment from the county board that they will plan and budget for the 

purchase of land for green space and public use in our area.  It is not sufficient to hope that private 

developers will subsidize the cost of green space in the future.  According to a recent review by the 

Arlington County Civic Federation, the county has underinvested in public land park acquisition for over 

a decade.  As a result, there is less park land acreage per 1,000 residents today than at any other time in 

the last 50 years.  Increasing the density along Lee Highway without adding additional open space will 

further reduce the amount of park land per capita.  In our area, we are lucky to have public spaces that 

are heavily used by existing residents.  In order to maintain quality of life with increased density, more 

public spaces are necessary.  Monies for those spaces should be considered and budgeted alongside the 

revised general land use plan for Lee Highway. 

 

 Second, we would like a commitment from the county board that they will plan and budget for 

schools and infrastructure commensurate with the increased density and population growth along Lee 

Highway.  Planning for private development without planning for public infrastructure will necessarily 

lead to underinvestment and a more-expensive, less-thought-out game of catch-up in the future. 

 

 Third, we would like a commitment from the county board that they will not use eminent 

domain, now or at any point in the future, to achieve any portion of the Plan Lee Highway use scenarios.  

Our neighbors want assurance that they will retain the ability to decide what to do with their own 

property, even as the area may be changing. 

 

Thank you for your consideration.  We welcome further dialog with our civic association about 

this planning process. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mike Cantwell 

President – Yorktown Civic Association 

 

Amelia Frenkel  

Vice President – Yorktown Civic Association    

 

 


